1
In theater, it is all a matter of lighting, without which we would all be left in the dark.
2 The would-be Hannswurst in Jahrmarktsfest zu Plundersweilern is a theatrical anti-sandman, whose function is to keep the audience from falling asleep from boredom, but he also has a real job to do, as Lichtputzer. In the history of theater, the candle-trimmer is among the most significant of forgotten and neglected figures. Lighting is the central technical problem of the European stage; solutions to problems of lighting affect every aspect of dramaturgical script and performance.
3 Goethe's eighteenth-century stage was lit "durch Wachskerzen, Talglichter und Ölfächer" ["with wax candles, torches, and oil lamps"], which illuminated the stage and theater equally, and in most cases, equally badly. The candle-lit chandelier in the middle of the auditorium was the major source of light for both actors and audience, which left the audience both exposed and often of as much interest as the production itself. 4 Lighting, therefore, dictates the parabasic, carnivalesque, and feedback-loop atmosphere of most theaters in eighteenth-century Germany, where the audience by necessity becomes part of the spectacle.
Parabasis refers to direct addresses to the audience, verbally and physically stepping across the footlights: This is an interlude, named from parabainein, to step across, to come forward, to turn around to the spectators instead of to the actors, and address the audience. This has rightly been recognized as the earliest element of comedy, developed from the original komos.
5
In Romanticism, such illusion-breaking dialog becomes the very principle of self-reflection itself, Friedrich Schlegel's dictum, "Die Ironie ist eine permanente Parakbase" ["Irony is a permanent parabasis"]. 6 In general, parabasis is a dynamic principle of constant interruption. "Carnivalesque" refers to the traces of cultural phenomena already dead, yet celebrated in comic effigy in ritual, religious, or festive settings, a world turned upside down, in which social norms
